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Sit boc a principio perſuaſum Cividus, Dominum ofe- omnium - 
rerum ac Moderatorem Deum; eaque que geruntur, ejus geri 


. vi, ditione, ac numine ; eundemque optime de genere bominum 
mereri ; et qualis quiſque ſit, quid agat, quid in ſe admittat, qui 
mente, qud pictate colat religiones, intue ri; piorumque, et im- 


piorum habere rationem. His enim rebus imbutæ mentes baud 
ſane abborrebunt ab utili, et @ verd Jententid. 
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IC Theffalonians v. 3. 
For when they fhall ſay Peace and Safety tben 


ſudden Deftruftion cometh upon them as Tra- 
vail wpon a Woman with Child, and they 


Hall not eſcape. 


N the Beginning of this Chapter the Apoſtle 
hints at that Deſtruction, which our Saviour had 
denounced, and which was now ready to fall upon, 
the wicked and unbelieving Jews. Thoſe Jews 
| who long had been the Favourites of Heaven; 
who had long abuſed its beſt Bleſſings, and, tho“ many 
a Time rccall'd by Judgments intended for their Cor- 
rection, they ſtill returned, lite a Dog to bis Vomit, 
like a Sow to its wallowing in the Mire, into their 
wicked and pernicious Courſes. But now the Mealure 
of their Iniquities was full: To compleat all, they had 
crucified the Lord of Life ; had rejeQed the gracious 
Terms of his Religion, and, lull'd into a fatal Security, 
were employ'd ia perſecuting the Profeſſors of it. All 
Things, as far as ſecond Cauſes might be depended 
upon, ſeem'd to conſpire in their Favour ; They were 
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_ grown numerous by a long Peace; were favour'd 


with the Protection of the Romas Government, and 
had engaged all the Powers on Earth againſt their 
molt deteſted Enemies, the Chriſtians. Upon theſe 
Advantages they judg'd, they might pronounce to 
themſelves Peace and Safety: and vaialy judg'd ſo, for 
the Day of the Lord was yet behind, God, ' whoſe 
Workmanſhip we .all are, his Eyes are over all his 
Works, and his Hands will, ſooner or later, be em- 
ploy?d in rendering to all Men according to their Be- 
haviour. However therefore the wicked may proſper ! 
How long ſoever their Puniſhment. may be delay'd! 
yet Deſtruction will come it will come, unexpectedly, 
like a Thief in the Night, ſuddenly like Travail upon 
a Woman with Child; and none of thoſe, who perſiſt 
in their Wickedneſs, ſhall cſcape it. And thus it far*d 
with the Jews, who were miſerably 9 by the 
Roman Arms, the very Means by which they might 
think their Safety powerfully ſecur'd to them. 


That therefore we may make this an uſeful Leſſon 


to ourſelves, I ſhall endeavour to enforce the Doctrine 


in a Particular or two, and then apply it to our owa 
Caſe as near as J am able. 


Firſt, then I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that God is 
the Over-ruler and Director of ſecond Cauſes. And 
this is ſo very plain, that I need not labour far in the 
Proof of it, For fince God is the original Maker of 
all Things, all Things muſt lie open to his Inſpection; 
and ſince all the Laws that Nature acts by are of 
his fixing, he can certainly turn and direct them fo as 
is agreeable to his Almighty Deſigns. Nay 22 

theie 


1 

the worldly gona. fr from being exempted from 
his JurifdiQtian, could not act without his Influence. 
Matter, dull and fluggiſh: as it is, could do nothing 
without it. Nor could even Man, impotent as well as 
vain, carry on his boafted Projects, nor execute ſuc. 
ceſs fully bis careful Proviſions, without ſuch an Al. 
mighty Aſſiſtant. Let the candid honeſt Man look 
back upon the Dangers and Difficulties, that have ſtarted 
up to alright him; upon the croſs Accidents and 
—— Circumſtances, that have ſtole in to perplex 
thing 


; and, then look within himſelf: And, it he find no- 
hing there fleady and penetrating enough to work 
out its own Deliverance, let him draw from thence 
that Inftruftion, which God has in this Manner con- 
triv'd to convey to him; that he ought not to con- 
fide in the Arm of Fleſh, but to look up ro that Ak 
mighty Potenrate, from whom alone cometh his Help. 


if ces ; 

figned by the Almighty, 
yours our Duty, thus to annex ſuch inviting Rewards 
r 
-a Society, nor an itt Go- 
vernment, without them. But how conftantly ſoever 
theſe agreeable may ſeem to ſpring from their 
intermediate Cauſes ; to keep them thus ſteady, mid(t 
a gain-faying World, and a number of croſs Accidents, 
requires more than a mortal Arm, can be affected 
by nought but an Almighty Power. This is demon- 
ſtrably plain to a curious Obſerver of Nature. 5 A 
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tp its Poſſeſſors, and Strength of Victory in the Battle; 


| \ 
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conſtant Train of Succeſs however would be apt to 
work upon human Vaniety, and teach us to grow ar- 


rogant and Self-confident : To make bare therefore 


the Arm of his Providence, God is ſometimes pleaſed 
to interrupt the Courſe of Events; ſometimes he di- 
ſturbs the happy Man in the Midſt of his Poſſeſſions, 
that he may learn from whence he deriv'd them. No- 
thing ſurely could be contrived to teach us more uſe- 
ful Leſſons, than this Uncertainty in human Affairs; 
to learn haughty Man Humility and a M iſtruſt of his 
own Abilities 4 to direct his Eyes towards that bene- 
ficient Being, to whom he owes all he enjoys, on 
whom he muſt depend for all he wiſhes for; to cor- 
re& our ungoverned and ill-grounded Paſſions ; to raiſe 
our Minds above worldly Uncertainties, and fix them 
upon thoſe ſtable and parmanent Joys, which can be 
found only in Heaven. With Reverence then let us 
adore theſe unſearchable ways of Providence ; and 
when we ſee, Ambition darted down from it's airy 
Precipice ; the Politician puzzled in his crooked Paths; 
or the wordling diſconcerted in his crafry Deſigns; let 
us ſatisfy ourſelves, that there is a God, who, not only 
will judge the World, but, even now, directs and con- 
trouls it. It was an Obſervation long ſince made 
by a Man wiſe in his Generation; that the Race it 
not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, nor 
yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet R.ches to Men of Un- 
derſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men of Skill ; but that 
Time and Chance happens to them all. Upon theſe 
however, if there was any Certainty in human Af- 
fairs, we might ſurely ground the Hopes of . Succeſs. 
Swi.tneſs ſeems to give large Aſſurances of the P:ize 


but 


that God? Whoſeis the Snow ; w 


1 
but common Experience convinces us of the Diſap- 
pointment, that each of them meets with in their At- 
tempts: that the Racer frequently drops ſhort of the 
Goal; that the mighty Man is not delivered by bis much 
Strength, but ſometimes ſhrinks before an Enemy, whom 
he has look*d upon with an Air of Contempt. Hiſto- 
ry is crouded with Events of the latter kind; and we 
_ ourſelves have experienced a mighty Deliverance from 
that Enemy we are at preſent engaged againſt : When 
that Armada, which they pronounced invincible, had not 
only our Fleets, butWinds and Seas toWaragainſt it. And 
from whom could Events fo vans er proceed ? but from 

ſe the Treaſure of Hail, 
which he reſerves againſt the time of Trouble, againſt the 
Day of Battle and War. Let not then the Mighty Man glo- 
ry in his Might; but let him glory in this, that he knows 
me, ſaith the Lord: Let him endeavour to conform to 
the Divine Will, and upon that Ground his hopes of 
Succeſs ; let him ſtrive to ſhun Vice, as that which 
will devote him to Deſtruction; let him eſcape from 
— fippery Paths, which will lead him headlong into 

uns l 
> For I ſhall now in the ſecond Place ſhow, that cer- 
' tain Puniſhment remains for the Wicked; Defirufion 


ſhall come upon them, and they ſhall not eſtape it. Since 


God then is the Governor of the World, and Director 
of it's Occurrences, (as I have hitherto endeavoured to 
ove) he will certainly act with Juſtice and Judgment 
In it; he will carry on the Plan of Things in ſuch a 
Manner, as will be beſt ſubſervient to Holineſs. Thoſe 
therefore that perſiſt in a wilſull Diſobedience to hi, 
Laws, will, ſooner or later, become Objects of his Ven- 
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God is indeed fu 


f there be any that will underſtand ; but ſo 
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geance ; which will fall the heavier on them, and ſinle 
them the deeper into ruin; the more they have heen 
indulg'd, the onger time was given them to repent in. 
| of Mercy, long ſuffering, and great 

Goodneſs ; he frequently therefore calls upon his pevy 
ple; he invites them, with all the Sweetneis of — c 
ſuaſion, with all the Tenderneſs of ane Affection, 
to reform the Evil of their Ways. Ran ze £0 and fro 
thro? the Streets of Jeruſalem (/ays the Lord) and ſæe 
More 
ve to. 
confirm them in their Obſtinacy ; and becaule Sntence 


is the Heart of Man, that his Favours only 


zs not ſpeedily executed, their Hearts are ſat ta 4% wich -— 


edly : Many a Time he recalls them, and as frequently. 
they reje& his gracious Offers; and will he not pu- 
niſh for theſe Things? If we may confide-in the divine: 
Denunciations, or draw Inferences from former Ex- 
amples; we may ſurely conclude, that the Wicked ſhall. 
not eſcape. Not all the Pride of Fortune, no happy 
conjunction of Circumſtances, can exempt the Sinner 
from the fatal Stroak, when the Meaſure, of his Ini- 
quity is full, and the Arm of the Lord is made bars 
againſt him. Nay then it is, when, he is arrived to 
the Summit of his Wiſhes, is bloated up. with Pride, 
or grown drunk with Proſperity ; that the Vengeance: 
of the Lord is pointed at his Head; and his Hand de- 
lights, as it were, to humble him. When he fancies bir 
gods are laid up for many Tears; and calls upon his. 
Soul, to eat, drink, and be merry; that Night perhaps 
his Soul ſhall be required, or ſome adverſe Wind ariſe; 
to blaſt his forward ExpeQations, When he is tempted. 
to abuſe the power he is entruſted with, 6ecau/e bis: 
Lord delayeth his coming; his Lord ſhall come, _ 
| | - 
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be leaſt expects him, and ſummon him to that dread- 
ful Account, which his long Miſmanagement has ſwell'd 
to the utmoſt. A long Train of Proſperity therefore 
is no Bleſſing to the Wicked; his Puniſhment may be 
deferr'd, but does not ſlumber if he is not call'd to a 
Reckoning here, in the next Life there are Plagues in- 
numerable in Store for him. 5 


Sometimes however, the Deſtruction of an Individu- 
al may not be viſible to Mortal Eyes; but for King- 
doms and States this World is the only Stage to act up- 
on: Whatever therefore their Crimes have deſerved, it 
is here they muſt receive their Puniſhment. And againſt 
theſe it is, that Hiſtory ſhows us, the Vengeance of the 
Lord plainly exerted. It was this, that pour?d out the 
Deluge upon the Old World; that ſhower'd down Fire 
from Heaven upon Sodom. It was thence that Babylor, 
inſtead of Miſtreſs of Nations, and Queen of the whole 
Earth; became a Pole of ſtanding Water, and an Ha- 
bitation for Bitterns to dwell in. And FJeruſalem it 
ſelf, which was long the Favorite of Heaven, As ſhe 
would not know in that ber time the things that belong'd 
to her Peace, they were at length hid from her Eyes; 
and when the Lord departed from her, no Means ſhe 
us'd could ſecure her; no Power ſhe truſted in could 
relieve her; but ſhequic'ly became, a Land uninhabi- 
ted; and full of Deſolation. And the Hiſtory of the 
Revolutions..in every other Kingdom or State is no- 
thing elle but a Comment upon Divine Providence. The 
depopulating War and noiſome Peſtilence are Inſtru- 
ments of Vengeance in the Almighty Hands; and ever 
readily preſent themſelves, to beat down the Pride of 
an haughty and ſinful Nation, even when it's Proſpect 
looks faireſt, and all Things ſeem to ſmile around - 
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That therefore we may draw ſome uſeful Inſtructions 


from what has been hitherto urg'd; I ſhall endeavour to 


apply it to our own Cale, and the Solemnity of the pre- 
ſent Occaſion; | $24 


We are then ingag'd in a War with a Nation, againſt 
which we have been often ſucceſsful ; and perhaps 
have at preſent as many Advantages as human Means 
can ſecure to us; powerful Fleets, diſciplined Troops, 
and Courage and Conduct to direct them. But let not 
theſe Conſiderations ſeduce us into Vanity and Self- 
confidence ; ſince he, that ſolely relies on theſe things, 


leans on a broken Reed; which will not only fail him, | 


but may pierce him thro*. For the Battle is not ours 
but the Lord's; and he only can diſpoſe of Victory: 
Oa him therefore alone ſhould all our Confidence be 

laced : To him we ſhould addreſs ourſelves atfall times, 
but eſpecially on this ſolemn Occaſion, in Petitions for 
Favour and Protection. And in this, not only the War- 
riour ſhould be employ'd; about this not the Stateſman- 
alone ſhould be anxious, but every private Perſon is in 
Intereſt bound to perform it, ſince his appropriated good 
is cloſely linked with the Welfare of the State in ge; 
neral. And in order to be ſucceſsful in our Petitions; 
let us turn unto God with. Humiliation and Repentance. 
It will not be enough to honour him with our Lips, 
if our Hearts be far ſrom him: We cannot be worthy 
of his Protection, we can hardly ſeem deſirous of his 
Aſſiſtance; unleſs we break the Bonds of Iniquity, 
and entertain a Reverence for the divine Commands. 
If we will ſin on, it is with the utmoſt Hazard of our 
Cauſe: For Sin is the Deſtruction of any Nation; 
and the Sins of a Nation have no Being but 3 


Hearts of Individuals. He therefore, who nurſes up 
any unrepented Vice, is ſo far an Enemy to the State ; 
and does, as much as lies in him, to deprive us of the 
divine Protection. 


And here it would be too ungrateful a Subject, or 
elſe one might enlarge much upon the reigning Vices 
of the Nation; for the long Neglect of, and in attenti- 
on to, the Holy Offices of our Religion; the Over- 
— of Luxury and Licentiouſneſs ; the monſtrous 
Growth of Iajuſtice; the deplorable Decay of Charit 
and Brotherly Kindneſs ; ſeem to threaten us with muc 
Miſchief : And this methinks is a Leſſon, which our 
preſent Scarcity was intended to inſtruct us in. 


Let us then apply it, like Men; like Freemen in a 
Nation, where the publick and private Intereſt are in- 
ſeparable ; let us free ourſelves from the Fetters of Vice; 
let us ſtrive to be admitted into the glorious Liberty of 
#he Children of God; for ſo, even in a private Station, 
we may do fervice to our Country. It will help it 
much, if we reform ourſelves, and more yet, if our 
ſhining Examples influence others. 


And this would be acting in the true __ of Pa- 
triotiſm ; while thoſe only vilify the Title who, without 
an Attempt for a Reformation of Manners, or a Spark of 
zeal ſor the Commands of the Almighty, aſſume it to 
themſelves for a few idle Murmurs, a raſh Cenſure of 
publick Actions, and ill-humour'd Reflexions on a Mi- 
niſter, without weighing the Grounds of his Conduct, 
or endeavouring to ſearch into the wholeſomeneſs of 
| Ins Deſigns, It is no unuſual. thing to find in a * of 
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Liberty like ours, a Nation of Stateſmen; but then ſure-: 
ly we may expect from ſuch as pretend themſelves more 


than ordinary F iends to the Publick, that they uſe not 


their Liberty for a Cloak to their Maliciouſneſs, that 
they tempt not God to withdraw his Hand, by under- 
valuing the Bleſſings he has already beſtowed upon us. 
He permits us to enjoy a Conſtitution excellently well 
tempered between arbitrary Rule and popular Fury, 
He has ſeated a Prince ypon the Throne, whoſe: Intereſt 
it is to be the Patron of Exgliſh᷑ Liberty, and whoſe 
Actions hitherto have been ſtrictly regulated by the 
Laws; and has ſo far bleſs'd his Adminiſtration, that 
we have enjoy'd a long Peace under it, and now, when 
the Injuſtice of our Adverſaries has forc'd us into a 
War, we find ourſelves well appointed, as far as ſecond 

Cauſes can reach, againſt all the Accidents of it. Such 
a Profuſion of Bleſſings certainly demands our higheſt 
Acknowledgments ; it leaves no room for Uneaſinels 5 
but ſeems, as it were, to court us to aquieſce under 
the divine Diſpenſations. What then ſhall we think of 
thole, who endeavour to break in upon this happy 


Conſtitution by exciting popular Seditions; who, in or- 
der to eſtrange the Affection of the Subject, broach 


dark Suſpicions of the regal Actions, and repreſent the 
Service of the King as incompatible with the Good of 
the Country ; who with Intent to deprive him of the 
Aſſiſtance of his beſt Friends, repreſent all their Coun- 
ſels, as an heap of Blunders and a Train of Miſmanage- 
meats. Such as theſe there are, and how then ſhould we 
think of them? but as of Men not to be truſted? As Ag- 
gravators of the national Guilt ? Friends of Confuſion! 
a ad tacit Enemies to our Jeruſalem? But let us Brethren, 
pray tor it's Welfare and promote it; let us have withs 
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in ourſelves the good Seeds of Virtue and Religion 
let us live together in godly Unity; be Friends to Peace, 
and all the Profeſſors of it; let us wiſh well to thoſe, 
who endeavour to eſtabliſh a good Underſtanding be- 
tween King and People; and let us beg of God, ſo 
to proſper our Sovereign's Arms, ſo to confirm his 
Throne againſt all the Attempts of his Enemies, that 
under him we may enjoy Plenty and Satety, that in hir 
Days, ahd the Days of his Progeny, the Righteous may 


flouriſh in Abundance of Peare as long as the Moon 
enduret 5. . | 
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